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Inadequate pain control after cardiac surgery can result in increased morbidity and prolonged
hospital length of stay. In a double-blind study we showed that continuous infusion of local
anesthetics delivered to the wound site significantly improved postoperative pain, decreased the
narcotic analgesics requirement, and shortened the hospital length of stay.
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CABG performed on patients in cardiogenic shock or during CPR has an extremely high and
protracted periprocedural risk but is balanced by a satisfactory late survival. The early risk is
difficult to predict and strongly dependent on the clinical condition.
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We analyzed preoperative and operative factors for delayed neurologic deficit (DND). Twenty-
one of 790 (2.7%) patients had DND. Significant predictors included renal dysfunction, acute
dissection, extent II TAAA, and adjuncts. Twelve of 21 (57%) patients recovered neurologic
function with cerebrospinal fluid drainage. Although patients may survive surgery unscathed,
they continue to be vulnerable to spinal cord damage for several days postoperatively.
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